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Slough People and Place 

1. Summary and Recommendations 

1.1 This report sets out to highlight key findings from the Slough People and Place Joint 
Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) summary. 

Recommendations: 

The Health and Wellbeing Board is recommended to: 
 
(a) note the report 
(b) endorse the recommendations for action. 
 

Reason: The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment is a mandated function of the Health and 
Wellbeing board. The summary provides an overview of Slough as a place and the resident 
profile.   

2. Report 

2.1  The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) is a mandatory function of the 
Health and Wellbeing Board. It needs to consider.  

2.1.1 the demographics of the area, and needs of people of all ages of the life course 
including how needs vary for people at different ages;  

2.1.2 how needs may be harder to meet for those in disadvantaged areas or 
vulnerable groups who experience inequalities, such as people who find it 
difficult to access services;  

2.1.3 wider social, environmental, and economic factors that impact on health and 
wellbeing – such as access to green space, the impact of climate change, air 
quality, housing, community safety, transport, economic circumstances, 
employment; and 



 
2.1.4 what health and social care information the local community needs, including 

how they access it and what support they may need to understand it. 

2.1.5 JSNAs use local intelligence to fill the gaps in formal data and evidence to 
create insights that drive evidence-based decision making. 

3. Key Findings from the People and Place JSNA: 

3.1 Demographics:  
 

3.1.1 Slough has a population of 158,495 and has increased by over 13% over the 
last 10 years. Slough’s population is one of the youngest in England with nearly 
28% of the population aged under 18, compared to 21% nationally. While the 
proportion of working-aged adults in Slough is higher (63%) than England’s 
(61%), the proportion of people aged 65 and over is significantly lower at only 
10% of the population. People aged 65 and over make-up 18% of the population 
nationally. 

 
3.1.2 Slough’s male life expectancy and healthy life expectancy continue to be 

significantly worse than national and regional rates. Boys born in Slough today 
can expect to live to 77 and will spend approximately 25% of their life in poor 
health (19 years). There is also a 7.2-year difference in life expectancy between 
boys born in the least deprived areas and most deprived areas of Slough. The 
gap in healthy life expectancy is similar at 7.4 years. 

 
3.1.3 Slough’s female life expectancy is now significantly worse than national and 

regional levels, however it remains higher than males. Healthy life expectancy is 
also significantly worse than national and regional rates. Girls born in Slough 
today can expect to live to 82 and will spend approximately 26% of their life in 
poor health (21 years). There is a 7.6 year difference in life expectancy between 
girls born in the least deprived areas of Slough and most deprived areas. The 
gap in healthy life expectancy is higher at 8.6 years. 

 
3.1.4 Slough is one of the most ethnically diverse local authorities in England with 

64% of the population coming from ethnic minority backgrounds (excluding white 
minorities) in 2021. A further 12% of the population were from a white non-
British background. In comparison, 19% of England’s population were from 
ethnic minority groups (excluding white minorities) and 8% from a white non-
British background. People from an Asian background make up 47% of Slough’s 
total population and are the largest ethnic minority group as a whole. 

 
3.1.5 Slough’s overall deprivation ranking sits within the 5th most deprived decile in 

England. None of Slough’s LSOAs are in the 10% most deprived in the England, 
however 7 out of Slough’s 80 LSOAs fall within the 10%-20% most deprived 
neighbourhoods nationally. These are in areas of Britwell and Northborough, 
Central, Chalvey, Colnbrook with Poyle and Elliman wards. 

 
3.2 Areas where Slough is better than the national average: 

 
• Smoking at time of delivery 
• School readiness and attainment levels are generally better than England for all 

pupils and those eligible for free school meals. 
• Attainment 8 scores (Key Stage 4) in Slough’s state-funded schools continue to be 

higher than England’s.   



 
• Alcohol and substance misuse use treatment figures 

 
3.3 Areas where Slough is worse than the national average: 

 
• Slough’s prevalence of obesity continues to be worse than national figures and is 

the highest rate in the South East and our statistical neighbours for Year 6. 
• Child mortality 
• Physical activity 
• Cancer screening – all three national programmes 
• Premature mortality rate for people with serious mental illness was significantly 

worse than England’s at 123.1 per 100,000 population 
• Under 75 mortality rate for circulatory disease was significantly worse than the 5th 

most deprived decile rate in 2022. Premature mortality from cancer and respiratory 
diseases were also significantly worse in males. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Representatives of the H&WBB are encouraged to use the JSNA to inform decision 
making.  

4.2 Implement actions for areas of improvement through priority two of the health and 
wellbeing strategy contribute to how we improve healthy life expectancy. 

5. Background Papers 

Slough’s People and Place JSNA 

Slough People and 
Place Summary - February 2024.pptx 
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